*    TOPICAL  EVENTS  OF  THE  YEAR    *
legs give way, he utters a faint groan, and sinks to the
floor. Why does no one stir to help him? . . .

'The silence is short. As the Ordinary proceeds to con-
clude, the women set up a yell, which is mixed with a
rustling noise, occasioned by the removal of those whose
hysterics have ended in fainting. The sheriffs cover
their faces, and one of their inquisitive friends blows his
nose with his glove. The keeper tries to appear unmoved,
but his eye wanders anxiously over the combustible
assembly. The children round the communion table
stare and gape with childish wonder. The two masses of
prisoners for trial undulate and slightly murmur, while
the [reprieved] capital convicts, who were lately in that
black pew, appear faint with emotion/

The crowds collected by these scenes, or any other
public show, were quite beyond the control of the public
authorities. Indeed, so unpopular were the new police
that troops were still used in preference to them, as less
likely to irritate the mob. Although, in their ordinary
duties, the police were a vast improvement on the old
'Charlies' or street-watchmen, this is what the general
public thought of them:

Necessary Qualifications for a New Policeman taking
Office.

*1. He must be utterly destitute of all feelings of
humanity.

*2. He must qualify himself for action, by knocking
down every half hour, all the poor fruit-women he can
find and other peaceable hard-working people, who en-
deavour to get an honest livelihood to support their large
families, but who are too poor to keep a shop.

*5. He must be careful never to be seen on his
beat after nine o'clock in the evening, that being the
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